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Chairman Joseph Brefere called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners 
to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
Attending were: Chairman Brefere, Commissioners M. Lobel, R. Makowski, A. Mignone and G. 
Scott Sala, Chief J. Varmon, Assistant Chief S. Bornstein, Treasurer L. Saenger, and Counsel W. 
Badura. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Sala, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried 
unanimously, the minutes of the August 2023 regular monthly meeting and special meeting on 
September 3, 2023 were accepted. 
 
Counsel W. Badura announced he was leaving the law firm after this meeting. The Board discussed 
options for the last quarter of 2023 and agreed on a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded 
by Commissioner Sala and carried unanimously, to pay $3,500 for the balance of 2023 without 
monthly meeting coverage. All other terms of the retainer remain in place. 
 

Commissioner Brefere offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT (“FIRE 

DISTRICT”), IN THE TOWN OF HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK, 

ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 21, 2023, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW HEAVY 

RESCUE TRUCK, INCLUDING APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT USED IN CONNECTION 

THEREWITH, FOR USE BY THE FIRE DISTRICT; STATING THE ESTIMATED 

MAXIMUM COST THEREOF IS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000; APPROPRIATING SAID 

AMOUNT FOR SUCH PURPOSE; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED 

$2,000,000 BONDS TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION; DETERMINING THAT THE 

PERIOD OF PROBABLE USEFULNESS OF SAID FIRE TRUCK IS TWENTY (20) YEARS; 

DETERMINING THAT, PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

REVIEW ACT (“SEQRA”), THE ACQUISITION OF SAID TRUCK IS A TYPE II ACTION 

AND DOES NOT REQUIRE ANY FURTHER REVIEW; AND PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY 

OF TAXES TO BE COLLECTED TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON SUCH 

BONDS. 
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THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF THE PURCHASE FIRE 

DISTRICT, IN THE TOWN OF HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK, 

HEREBY RESOLVES (by the favorable vote of not less than three-fifths of all the members of 

said Board of Fire Commissioners) AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The Board of Fire Commissioners (hereinafter sometimes 

called “Board”) of the Purchase Fire District (hereinafter sometimes called “Fire District”), 

in the Town of Harrison, Westchester County, New York, is hereby authorized to purchase 

a new heavy rescue fire truck, including apparatus and equipment used in connection 

therewith, for use by the Fire District.  The estimated maximum cost of purchasing said 

fire truck, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and to the financing 

thereof, is $2,000,000 and the said amount is hereby appropriated therefor.  The plan of 

financing includes the issuance of $2,000,000 serial bonds of the Fire District to finance 

said appropriation and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in 

the Fire District to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same shall 

become due and payable.  Prior to the delivery of said new heavy rescue truck, the Board 

of Fire Commissioners may authorize, subject to permissive referendum, the expenditure 

of capital reserve funds to reduce and/or supplement the bonds herein authorized to finance 

said fire truck. 

Section 2. Serial bonds of the Fire District in the principal amount of 

$2,000,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the New York 

Local Finance Law (herein sometimes called the “Law”), to finance said appropriation. 
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Section 3. The following additional matters are hereby determined and 

declared: 

 (a) The period of probable usefulness of said fire truck, the specific 

object or purpose for which said serial bonds authorized pursuant to this resolution are to be issued, 

within the limitations of Section 11.00 a. 27 of the Law, is hereby determined to be twenty (20) 

years. 

 (b) The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds may be applied to reimburse the Fire District 

for expenditures made after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose or purposes for 

which said bonds are authorized.  The foregoing statement of intent with respect to reimbursement 

is made in conformity with Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2 of the United States Treasury 

Department. 

 (c) Pursuant to the applicable provisions of the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), the Board of Fire Commissioners of the Fire District, acting as 

Lead Agency, hereby determines that the acquisition of said fire truck, including apparatus and 

equipment used in connection therewith, as hereinabove described in Section 1 hereof, is a Type 

II Action and does not require any further review. 

 (d) The proposed maturity of the bonds authorized by this resolution 

may exceed five (5) years. 

Section 4. Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds shall contain the recital 

of validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Law and said bonds and any notes issued 
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in anticipation of said bonds, shall be general obligations of the Fire District, payable as to 

both principal and interest by general tax upon all the taxable real property within the Fire 

District.  The faith and credit of the Fire District are hereby irrevocably pledged to the 

punctual payment of the principal of and interest on said bonds and any notes issued in 

anticipation of the sale of said bonds and provision shall be made specially in the budget 

of the Fire District by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of the bonds 

and any notes in anticipation thereof to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest 

to be due and payable in such year. 

Section 5. Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Law 

and pursuant to the provisions of Section 21.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance 

of bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, Section 30.00 relative to 

the authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes and of Section 50.00 and 

Sections 56.00 to 60.00 of the Law, the powers and duties of the Board of Fire 

Commissioners relative to authorizing bond anticipation notes and prescribing their terms, 

form and contents and as to the sale and issuance of the bonds herein authorized and of any 

bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, and the renewals of said notes, 

are hereby delegated to the Fire District Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of the Fire 

District. 

Section 6. The validity of the bonds authorized by this resolution and 

of any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if: 

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the Fire 
District is not authorized to expend money, or 

(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the 
publication of such resolution are not substantially complied with, 
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and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after the date of such publication, or 
 

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 
constitution. 

Section 7. A proposition for the approval or disapproval of this 

resolution shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the Fire District at the Annual 

Election to be held on Tuesday, December 12, 2023, and this resolution shall take effect 

upon approval by such qualified voters at said Annual Election.  Annexed hereto, made a 

part hereof and designated Exhibit "A", is a summary of this bond resolution which shall 

be published as prescribed by applicable provisions of the Law when and only when this 

bond resolution becomes effective. 

 

 

 

* * * 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Commissioner 

Mignone and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

AYES:   Commissioner Brefere, Commissioner Lobel, Commissioner Makowski, 

Commissioner Sala 

NOES:  None 

The resolution was declared adopted. 

******** 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

BOND RESOLUTION OF THE PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT (“FIRE 
DISTRICT”), IN THE TOWN OF HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, 
NEW YORK, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 21, 2023, AUTHORIZING THE 
PURCHASE OF A NEW HEAVY RESCUE TRUCK, INCLUDING 
APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT USED IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, 
FOR USE BY THE FIRE DISTRICT; STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM 
COST THEREOF IS NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000; APPROPRIATING SAID 
AMOUNT FOR SUCH PURPOSE; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT 
TO EXCEED $2,000,000 BONDS TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION; 
DETERMINING THAT THE PERIOD OF PROBABLE USEFULNESS OF 
SAID FIRE TRUCK IS TWENTY (20) YEARS; DETERMINING THAT, 
PURSUANT TO THE STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT 
(“SEQRA”), THE ACQUISITION OF SAID TRUCK IS A TYPE II ACTION 
AND DOES NOT REQUIRE ANY FURTHER REVIEW; AND PROVIDING 
FOR THE LEVY OF TAXES TO BE COLLECTED TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL 
OF AND INTEREST ON SUCH BONDS. 

The object or purpose for which the bonds are authorized is a new heavy rescue fire truck, 
including apparatus and equipment used in connection therewith, at the estimated total cost of  not 
to exceed $2,000,000. 

The period of usefulness assigned to the fire truck is twenty (20) years. 

The maximum amount of obligations to be issued for said object or purpose is $2,000,000. 

A complete copy of the bond resolution summarized above shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours at the office of the Fire District Secretary, in the firehouse located 
at 614 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, New York. 

Dated:  September 21, 2023 

Purchase Fire District, in the  
Town of Harrison, Westchester County, New York 
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Commissioner Sala offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION OF PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT, IN THE TOWN OF 

HARRISON, NEW YORK, ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 21, 2023, 

DIRECTING SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSITION AT THE ANNUAL 

ELECTION AND DETERMINING MATTERS IN CONNECTION 

THEREWITH. 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS OF PURCHASE 

FIRE DISTRICT, IN THE TOWN OF HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

At the Annual Election of the qualified voters of the Purchase Fire District, in the 

Town of Harrison, Westchester County, New York (the “Fire District”), to be held at the firehouse 

located 614 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase, New York, in said Fire District, on Tuesday, December 

12, 2023, at 6:00 o’clock P.M. (Prevailing Time) a Proposition, in substantially the form as 

hereinafter set forth, shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the Fire District for their approval 

or disapproval.  Said Proposition shall appear in the Notice of Annual Election, and the Fire District 

Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to include such Proposition in said Notice by inserting 

therein the following: 

“The following Proposition will be submitted to the qualified voters for their 

approval or disapproval: 

PROPOSITION 

SHALL the bond resolution of Purchase Fire District, in the Town of 
Harrison, Westchester County, New York, entitled: “BOND RESOLUTION OF 
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THE PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT (“FIRE DISTRICT”), IN THE TOWN OF 
HARRISON, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK, ADOPTED 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2023, AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW HEAVY 
RESCUE TRUCK, INCLUDING APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT USED IN 
CONNECTION THEREWITH, FOR USE BY THE FIRE DISTRICT; STATING 
THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST THEREOF IS NOT TO EXCEED 
$2,000,000; APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT FOR SUCH PURPOSE; 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $2,000,000 BONDS 
TO FINANCE SAID APPROPRIATION; DETERMINING THAT THE PERIOD 
OF PROBABLE USEFULNESS OF SAID FIRE TRUCK IS TWENTY (20) 
YEARS; DETERMINING THAT, PURSUANT TO THE STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT (“SEQRA”), THE 
ACQUISITION OF SAID TRUCK IS A TYPE II ACTION AND DOES NOT 
REQUIRE ANY FURTHER REVIEW; AND PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF 
TAXES TO BE COLLECTED TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST 
ON SUCH BONDS,” BE APPROVED? 

Section 2.  The vote upon the Proposition to be submitted to the qualified voters 

shall be by paper ballot and the Fire District Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to have 

the necessary paper ballots, in substantially the form annexed hereto and made a part hereof 

designated Exhibit “A” prepared for use in voting at said Annual Election.  

Section 3.  Pursuant to the provisions of Section 175 of the Town Law (hereinafter 

sometimes called the "Law"), the Fire District Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to 

provide a Notice of Annual Election, in substantially the following form, to be published not less 

than twenty-seven (27) days nor more than thirty-four (34) days prior to the date of the Election in 

the “Journal News”, such newspapers having a general circulation in the Fire District and hereby 

designated as the official newspapers for such publication; and, pursuant to the provisions of 

Section 175-c of the Law, said Notice or a copy thereof shall be:  

(a)  posted for at least fifteen (15) days, but not sooner than twenty (20) days, prior 

to the Annual Election, on the Fire District Website, if there be one, and on the municipal website 
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of the Town of Harrison and on the website(s), if any, of any town(s) or fire district(s) with which 

the Fire District contracts;  

(b) posted on the sign board of the Fire District, if there be one; and 

(c) provided to the Town Clerk of the Town of Harrison for posting on the bulletin 

board in the office of the Town Clerk and the sign board maintained by the Town Clerk, if any, 

pursuant to the provisions of subdivision six (6) of section thirty (30) of the Law; the Fire District 

Secretary shall confirm with the Town Clerk that pursuant to the provisions of said Section 175-c 

of the Law, the Town Clerk is directed to cooperate with the Fire District to ensure timely 

notification of the Annual Election. 

Section 4.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

*     *     * 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Commissioner Lobel 

and duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

AYES:  Commissioner Brefere, Commissioner Lobel, Commissioner Makowski, 

Commissioner Mignone, Commissioner Sala 

NOES: None 

The resolution was declared adopted. 

*     *     * 

Commissioner Makowski reported that he has calculated the 2024 Statutory Spending Limit, 
calculated in accordance with OSC guidelines, is $4,291,865.00 
 
Chairman Brefere opened the floor for discussion of the 2024 budget. Secretary Makowski 
presented the Board with projected spending for the 2023 year and projections for 2024. 
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On a motion by Commissioner Lobel, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried 
unanimously, a proposed 2024 budget in the amount of $2,300,938.00 with a tax levy of 
$2,250,938 was approved.  
 
R. Makowski reported that lead time for Motorola radio equipment is a minimum of six months. 
On a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by Commissioner Sala and carried unanimously, 
purchase of the following Motorola on New York State Contract PT68722: 
 
10 Minitor VI UHF Pagers $3,970.90 
10 APX6000XE Portable Radios    
 
On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Brefere and carried 
unanimously, the purchase of a UFH receiver to be used for UHF paging in the radio room, in the 
amount on $1,817.30, installed, was approved. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried 
unanimously, the hourly wage for part-time caretakers will be $30.00 per hour. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Lobel, seconded by Commissioner Sala and carried unanimously, 
the PTA caretaker Martin Gotte will be offered a promotion to permanent status at the rate of 
$30.00 per hour. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried 
unanimously, the purchase of an AED to replace a defective unit at a cost of $2,275.25 was 
authorized. 
 
A discussion was held regarding amending the response SOG to include vehicles entering traffic 
on Anderson Hill Road from the apron. Moving forward, the intersection will be considered a 
controlled intersection with a yield sign, requiring drivers to stop and yield right of way. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Sala and carried, 
permission was granted to the company to hold an appeal fundraising via a letter to the residents. 
The proposed letter was reviewed and accepted. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried 
unanimously, Isaac Wainston was approved as a mutual aid member. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Mignone, seconded by Commissioner Sala and carried 
unanimously, the purchase of the following equipment from the 2023 budget with estimated costs 
was authorized: 
 
5 Bailout systems $2,000 total 
5 Gemtor harnesses $1,000 total 
Dewalt cordless rotary hammer kit $900 
Sewalt drill bits $150 
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Socia media templates to be used for recruitment $300 
Various Annual Inspection gifts and awards 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Sala, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously, 
the outstanding claims were ordered paid. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm on a motion by Commissioner Sala, seconded by 
Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously. 
 
Robert Makowski 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

The October 2023 regular monthly meeting will be held on Thursday October 26, 2023 (4th 
Thursday) at 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


