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Chairman Joseph Brefere opened the public hearing at 6:30 PM, the purpose of which was to discuss 

WHETHER THE PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT SHOULD GRANT A TAX EXEMPTION TO 
ELIGIBLE VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AS PROVIDED FOR BY REAL PROPERTY TAX 

LAW §466-a 

Chairman Joseph Brefere called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners to order 
at 6:35 PM. 

Attending were: Chairman Brefere, Commissioners M. Lobel, R. Makowski and A. Mignone, Treasurer 
L. Saenger, Chief J. Varmon and Counsel W. Badura. 

The minutes of the April 2023 monthly meeting were accepted on a motion by Commissioner Lobel, 
seconded by Commissioner Brefere and carried unanimously. 

A letter from Fire Department Secretary Mary McCarthy advising of the election to membership of  
Marco Angarano to the fire company. On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by 
Commissioner Brefere and carried unanimously, the proposed member was rejected. 

Secretary Makowski reported two bids have been received for the new chief’s vehicle as follows: 

 DeNooyer Chevrolet in the amount of $52,497.57 
 Vance Chevrolet, Buick, GMC of Miami in the amount of $48,500.00 

On a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried unanimously, 
the low bidder, Vance Chevrolet, Buick, GMC of Miami was awarded the purchase. 

On a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried unanimously, 
The Cruiser Division of Mamaroneck will be authorized to upfit of the vehicle to an emergency vehicle 
without bid since it requires special skill and training to perform the work. 

R. Makowski reported the 2022 Annual Update Document has been submitted to the OSC by BST Co. On 
a motion by Commissioner Brefere, seconded by commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously, this 
report was accepted. On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and 
carried unanimously, the 2022 unassigned fund balance of $114,893 will be placed in the New Equipment 
Capital Reserve account once second half tax revenue is received. 

On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried unanimously, 
the expenditure of funds to procure paint, a scissor lift and supplies to paint the middle engine room to 
match the new engine room was authorized. Labor will be provided by the seasonal employee and the 
firefighters. 

R. Makowski reported that all members have now received their 2023 physicals. 

On a motion by Commissioner Mignone, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously, the 
purchase of 7 gear bags at approximately $70 each to store water rescue suits was approved. 

On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously, 
the expenditure of $40 per member for semi-annual CPR refresher was authorized. 
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On a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously, a 
request by Chief Varmon to hold the Sound Shore Chief’s June 20, 2023 meeting at the firehouse was 
approved. 

On a motion by Commissioner Lobel, seconded by Commissioner Makowski and carried unanimously, 
Christopher Stivaletti was approved as a live-in member and assigned a room. 

Chief Varmon requested permission to form a committee to design a replacement for Rescue 30. He will 
provide a list of proposed committee members to the Board for approval. 

On a motion by Commissioner Lobel, seconded by Commissioner Mignone and carried unanimously, the 
outstanding claims were ordered paid. 

The aforementioned public hearing was closed at 7:00PM with no attendance form the public. 

On a motion by Commissioner Lobel, seconded by Commissioner Makowski and carried unanimously, 
the following resolution was adopted: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PURCHASE FIRE DISTRICT 

TO GRANT A TAX EXEMPTION TO ELIGIBLE VOLUNTEER 

FIREFIGHTERS AS PROVIDED FOR BY REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW §466-a 

 

WHEREAS, § 466-a of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes the Fire District after a public 
hearing to grant a tax exemption to enrolled volunteer members of the Purchase Fire 
Department 

 

WHEREAS the Fire District has conducted the public hearing required by the Statute and 
elicited public comment on said topic 

 

WHEREAS the Board of Fire Commissions has determined that the granting of the tax 
exemption will enhance recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters in the Fire 
Department  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that an exemption be granted at 10% of the 
assessed value of the real property owned by an enrolled volunteer firefighter who meets the 
eligibility requirements established in this resolution; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the enrolled member of the Purchase Fire Department 
must meet the following requirements to be eligible for the tax exemption: 

 

1. The enrolled member must reside in the territory served by the Fire District 

2. The property must be the primary residence of the enrolled member 

3. The property is used exclusively for residential purposes, provided however, that in 
the event any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant's residence 
but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining 
portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this section 

4. The enrolled member has been certified by the Chief of the Fire Department to have 
served at least 2 years of active service and such certification has been approved by the Board 
of Fire Commissioners 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an enrolled member of the Purchase Fire Department 
who accrues more than twenty years of active service as certified by the Chief of the Fire 
Department shall be granted the 10 percent exemption as authorized by this resolution for 
the remainder of his or her life as long as the property for which the exemption is sought 
under this resolution is the primary residence of the enrolled member. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exemption granted under this resolution shall 
continue for the un-remarried spouse of an enrolled member of the Fire Department who is 
killed in the line of duty upon the following conditions: 

 

1. The un-remarried spouse is certified by the Chief of the Fire Department as the un-
remarried spouse of the volunteer firefighter killed in the line of duty; and  

2. The deceased volunteer firefighter had been an enrolled member for at least five 
years; and  

3. The deceased volunteer firefighter had been receiving the exemption prior to his or 
her death. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the exemption granted under this Resolution shall 
continue for the un-remarried spouse of a deceased member of the Purchase Fire 
Department under the following conditions: 
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1. The un-remarried spouse is certified by the Chief of the Fire Department as the un-
remarried spouse of the deceased enrolled member of the Purchase Fire Department 

2. The deceased volunteer firefighter has been an enrolled member for at least twenty 
years 

3. The deceased volunteer firefighter has been receiving the exemption prior to his or 
her death. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any exemption granted under this Resolution shall be 
filed with the Town of Harrison on the forms designated by the Town; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Fire District is directed to provide 
the Town of Harrison with a copy of this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be governed by and applied in 
accordance with Real Property Tax Law §466-a.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THIS RESOLUTION shall be effective as of the date of its 
adoption. 

 

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call, the vote 
was as follows: 

 

Chairman                  Joseph Brefere            ) 

Commissioner Mark Lobel   ) 

Commissioner Albert Mignone  )  AYES 

Commissioner Robert Makowski  ) 

 

The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 

Dated: May 25, 2023  
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 Purchase, New York 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM on a motion by Commissioner Makowski, seconded by 
Commissioner Lobel and carried unanimously. 

 

Robert Makowski, District Secretary 

 

MEETING NOTICE 

The June 2023 regular monthly meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners will be held on 
Thursday June 22, 2023 at 6:30 PM. Note this is the 4th Thursday!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


